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The success of the 1994 St. George Campus Master Plan and subsequent Secondary Plan for the University 
of Toronto Area can be seen in the major improvements to the campus environment that have been a direct 
result.  Numerous capital projects have, within defined development envelopes, produced high quality ar-
chitecture along with open space and streetscape improvements that help to knit together the campus and 
provide an excellent quality of environment for the University community.  

Now, more than a decade later, this updated Master Plan responds to anticipated needs for immediate and 
future growth and recently adopted municipal strategies that encourage intensification of downtown develop-
ment. Within the defined boundaries of the St. George campus the opportunity exists for significant expansion 
of University facilities through the balanced intensification of remaining development sites, identification of 
new sites for development, and strategic renewal of existing facilities and lands. 

The 2011 St. George Campus Master Plan provides provides a roadmap for future development that is con-
sistent with City strategies and sensitive to contextual relationships. This Master Plan provides an assessment 
of the campus as a whole, identifies desirable future planning initiatives and stipulates the potential of indi-
vidual development sites within four defined campus quadrants that, when developed, will shape and enhance 
the campus environment as a whole.  
 
Within the Plan, opportunities for linkages to City growth and development in this area are articulated.  The 
2011 Plan is aligned with future plans for the discovery district, hospital plans and revitalization in areas 
along the west and south corridors along College Street and Spadina Avenue.  Through development of 
proosed sites, the University presents opportunities to enhance community activities by introducing civic 
space, mixed use functions and a porous environment to accommodate the transition of day to day commu-
nity functions.  



Page 344 University of Toronto | St. George Campus Master Plan:Conclusions & Next Steps                           Campus and Facilities Planning | June 2011

Conclusions and Next Steps

Summary

The Master Plan Framework provides background information establishing space 
needs and area context.  Seven campus planning principles, carefully crafted 
through a process of broad consultation provide a guiding framework for the Plan 
within the planning parameters and ambitions of the City.  Widely accepted, they 
have been used to frame the proposed changes to development site envelopes and 
will support the re-zoning efforts required to make proposed changes into law.  
The planning principles are:

CAMPUS ENVIRONMENT

The University fosters a safe and vibrant campus that supports the aspirations of 
academic life, and a welcoming atmosphere to the broader community of which 
it is a part.  The campus should continue to respect and embrace seasonal change 
with a comprehensive system of open spaces, pedestrian and bicycle paths and 
pedestrian friendly vehicular routes that link built-form and landscape features, 
and provide places to pause, contemplate, inspire, play, gather, and seek shelter.

LAND USE

The use of physical resources of all kinds should aim to promote the University’s 
academic goals and serve the overall mission.  Non-academic uses that are com-
patible with and contribute to the life of the University community should be 
considered where appropriate.

MASSING

The form and scale of future expansion should define and develop appropriate 
relationships with surrounding buildings and landscapes.  New construction must 
take into account impact on micro-climatic conditions of existing and new build-
ings, create an animated pedestrian realm and minimize shadow and wind condi-
tions.

BALANCED INTENSIFICATION

The University strives to accommodate its needs within the boundaries of the 
campus. Development must enhance, not overwhelm, existing University envi-
rons while making efficient use of limited campus lands.

CCBR entrance from College Street

Front Campus
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SUSTAINABILITY

The University of Toronto is dedicated to maintaining its position as a leader 
in sustainable campus practices, places and innovation.  New development and 
renewal must adhere to University of Toronto Design Standards and, where ap-
propriate, incorporate advancements in technology and design to reduce environ-
mental impact. Sustainable projects will increasingly provide opportunities for 
linkages with research innovation and teaching.  

HERITAGE PRESERVATION

The University of Toronto seeks to protect and maintain the extraordinary con-
centration of heritage structures and landscape features located on its St. George 
campus. Properties listed and designated by the City of Toronto for their heritage 
value, as well as those identified as important by the University, should not be 
considered in isolation, but as character-defining elements within the overall cam-
pus context.  Development should respect the contextual value of these heritage 
elements, while recognizing the dynamic nature of the urban campus setting.

ACCESSIBILITY

The University’s buildings, landscape and grounds must accommodate a diverse 
population in an open and inclusive campus.  The campus environment should 
adhere to the principles of universal design with all new construction on campus. 
Where full accessibility may not be achievable due to existing conditions or the 
historic nature of a particular building, the University policy of accommodation 
will be met.

Queen Alexandra Gateway at Philosopher’s 
Walk

Accessible entrance ramp integrated with 
landscaping at the School of Continuing Studies
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Priorities through 2030

The Master Plan identifies opportunities, along with related challenges, for future 
campus improvement through the discussion of ten key elements impacting the 
physical nature of campus.  These include circulation, open space, environment, 
infrastructure, sustainability, heritage, accessibility, housing, personal safety and 
security and parking.  Priorities for the future through 2030 are identified for each 
key element together with related planning efforts that intersect with and augment 
site development.  This revised framework is intended to continue the positive 
transformation of the St. George campus in support of its academic mission.  
Priorities include the following:

Circulation
•	 Implementing final stages of the King’s College Precinct Plan 			 

thereby improving the public realm to provide a superior 				  
environment for pedestrians;

•	 Promoting safe pedestrian crossings to and from the east campus;
•	 Seeking additional opportunities to partner with the City for			 

streetscape and civic improvements on the west campus;
•	 Ensuring that new development sites provide pedestrian linkages indoors 		

and out; 
•	 Extending cross-campus pedestrian pathways to link existing with new. 

Open Space
Investing in the Landscape highlighted key ‘demonstration’ sites where 
opportunities related to open space improvements should be considered.  Six such 
sites that remain important in this plan are:

•	 Hart House Green/Queen’s Park/Wellesley Street
•	 King’s College Road/Circle Precinct
•	 Back Campus/Tower Road 
•	 Willcock’s Street/Sidney Smith Hall/New College/Huron Street
•	 College Street
•	 Spadina Circle/Russell Street

Other Open Space Priorities include:
•	 Creating new landscaped open spaces amenities in concert with new building 

projects;
•	 Seeking additional opportunities for open space on the west campus;
•	 Partnering with City to implement streetscape improvements, particularly 		

in the west campus.

Environment
•	 Where possible, using native species for planting;
•	 Adding green roofs to existing and new structures on campus to replace 		

King’s College Road

Willcocks Street pilot “Walking Strategy” street 
closure

Pathway linking St. George Street to Site 12 
between Woodsworth College and Residence
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natural habitat lost by development;
•	 Introducing permeable surfaces, where possible, to enable rainwater 		

infiltration and reduce loads on storm/sewer systems;
•	 Integrating research initiatives to increase sustainability on campus as 		

part of the greater Toronto ecosystem.

Infrastructure
•	 Maintaining and updating the University of Toronto Infrastructure Plan; 
•	 Maintaining and updating plan for addressing deferred maintenance utilizing 

the Facility Condition Assessment Program (FCAP) for existing campus 
structures. 

Sustainability
•	 Seeking to implement an Energy Plan for the St. George Campus; 
•	 Exploring the development of a revolving loan fund to support sustainability 

projects.

Heritage
•	 Seeking to maintain integrity of heritage structures and landscapes through 		

careful deferred maintenance review and allocation of funds.

Accessibility
•	 Reviewing and updating the University of Toronto accessibility standards to 

align or improve upon municipal and provincial standards and guidelines;
•	 Maintaining inventory of accessibility in the physical campus environment;
•	 Seeking to improve accessibility within existing buildings and landscapes by 

carefully establishing priorities for the allocation of funds.

Housing
•	 Maintaining quality housing options on the St. George campus to 			 

accommodate the range of student and faculty population.

Personal Safety and Security
•	 Maintaining strict design standards and guidelines for new construction, 		

existing facilities and grounds to ensure safe, secure buildings and open 		
spaces across campus.

Parking
•	 Working with the City to reduce parking on the St. George Campus  

supporting the City’s auto-minimization policy through the introduction of 
alternate means of transportation to the community; 

•	 Continuing to increase bicycle infrastructure to accommodate the increasing 
cycling demand on campus.

Southwest campus streetscape includes on-
street parking and narrow sidewalks.

Hart House circle during orientation week

CCBR atrium encloses the east facade of the 
Rosebrugh building
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1997 Approved Development Sites 
(under UofT ownership):	
Site 1 (371 Bloor Street West)
Site 2  (50 Sussex Avenue)
Site 3 631-651 Spadina Avenue)
Site 4 (369 Huron Street)
Site 5 (578-581 Spadina Ave)
Site 6 (100 St. George Street)
Site 7 (1 Spadina Crescent)
Site 8 (22 Russell Street)
Site 9a/b (50-80 St. George Street)
Site 10 (47-55 St. George Street)
Site 11 (91-97 St. George Street)
Site 12 (100 Devonshire Place)
Site 14 (88-112 College Street)
Site 15 (8 Taddle Creek Road)
Site 16 (200 College Street)
Site 17 a/b (5 King’s College Road)
Site 18 (40 St. George Street)
Site 19 (12 Queen’s Park Crescent West)

Site 20 (20 Queen’s Park Crescent West)
Site 21 (299 Bloor Street West)
Site 22 (73 St. George Street)
Site 25 (74-90 Wellesley Street)
Site 26 (321 Bloor Street West)

(not under UofT ownership in 1997):
Site 13 (77 Charles Street West-Victoria University)
Site 23 (90 Queen’s Park Crescent-Royal Ontario Museum)
Site 24 (6 Hoskins Avenue-Trinity College)
Site 28 (273 Bloor Street West-Royal Conservatory of Music)
Site 29 (73 Queen’s Park Crescent East-Victoria University)
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Sites and Sectors

The 2011 St. George Campus Master Plan includes detailed proposals for selective re-zoning that would 
almost double the development capacity of existing permissions (displayed below) while maintaining a high 
quality campus environment.
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St. George Campus 1997 Approved Development Envelopes

St. George Campus Existing Conditions

Envelopes constructed between 1997-2011
Remaining Approved Envelopes
Approved non-University of Toronto Construction

1997 Approved Envelopes
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St. George Campus: Proposed Development Sites 
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Existing Revised Sites 
(under UofT ownership):	
Site 1 (371 Bloor Street West)
Site 2  (50 Sussex Avenue)
Site 4 (369 Huron Street)
Site 6 (100 St. George Street)
Site 7 (1 Spadina Crescent)
Site 9a/b (50-80 St. George Street)
Site 10 (47-55 St. George Street)
Site 12 (100 Devonshire Place)
Site 14 (88-112 College Street)
Site 16 (200 College Street)
Site 17 (5 King’s College Road)
Site 19 (12 Queen’s Park Crescent West)
Site 21 (299 Bloor Street West)
Site 25 (74-90 Wellesley Street)

New Sites:   
(under UofT ownership):		
Site A (Site 23 and 78, 80, 84 Queen’s Park Crescent) 
Site B (487,563 Spadina)	
Site C (Former site 18 and 215 Huron St, 19 Russell St.) 	
Site D (25 Harbord Street)	
Site E (162 St. George Street)
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 The Plan demonstrates how, on the remaining 14 approved sites as well as on additional sites identified within 
the precinct, the University’s expansion capacity could increase to 524,000 gross square metres (480,000 net 
new gsm) in the immediate term without requiring additional property. 

Re-zoning of proposed campus sites located within the University of Toronto Area boundaries as set out in 
the Secondary Plan will, once accomplished, permit timely capital expansion to occur without the cost of 
additional land acquisition.  

Planning principles identifying future planning priorities along with the proposed development envelopes 
contained in this Master Plan provide a road map for the future development of the St. George campus. 
Massing, positioning and dispersion across campus of development benefits have been carefully considered 
in relation to context and in support the University’s academic objectives into the future.

Proposed Campus 
	 Proposed 2011 Envelopes
	 Approved construction adjacent to campus 

St. George Campus 2011 Proposed Development Sites
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